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Indiana artist swaggers
into Bancroft space with
audio/video exhibit

by Jesse' Glaeys
rtist Aaron Nemec was a bit disappoint-
ed when he Jearned of the dimensions at
the Bancroft Street Market exhibition
space.

The flexible art, market and event venue
located on historic 10th Street is a bit too small
to house a full-sized inflatable monster truck.

“We were planning on having the mon-
ster truck crush smaller cars under its front
wheels,” Nemee, a new media artist, said. “We
have to get away from that, now knowing the
space constraints,”

Monster trucks? Crushing stuff?

Nemec may, in this instance, sound like a
typical man, but there is nothing typical about
his upcoming art exhibit, Masculine Swagger,
which will be on display at the market space
Jan. 9-10. Think audio/visual/sculpture ex-
hibit with a dash of spontaneous free-form
drawing.

“This is the first show, Everything is brand
new work. I'm not sure what to expect,” he said.

It began last summer in Indiana when
this 31-year-old Purdue University grad stu-
dent killed time browsing YouTube. Inspira-
tion struck when he wondered what editing
together clips of people performing the same
well-known song would look and sound like.

“I was attracted to the exhibitionist quality
people display when they post to YouTube,” the
hobbyistmusician said. “These single camera
shots are filmed in the privacy of one’s own home
and then very, very quickly becorne public.”

While seeking a lead guitar riff or a drum
solo-with ample homemade performance clips
to sync together, Nemec found the search
forced him to embrace his masculinity. Or at
least ponder what makes a man tick when it
comes to musical tastes.

“I decided to find 36 clips of people play-
ing a solo from a Led Zeppelin song. In doing
that Iwanted the clips to be diverse, showinga
variety of people. I learned not too many wom-
en are at home playing ‘Stairway to Heaven'
into a camera.”

Rather than feature a token woman for his
video project — which is visually similar to the
grid title sequence from “The Brady Bunch” —
Nemec went with an all male revue. “Guitarists”
finds the young and the old, the nerdy and the
rocking, all male, all performing a synchronized
Jimmy Page iff. “Drummers” gives the same
treatment to nine misters pounding out the Lars
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Ulrich solo from Metallica’s “Enter Sandman.”

Exploring the softer side of man, Nemec's “Vo-
ealists” features nine crooners tackling Whitey
Houston's “I Will Always Love You.”

“*Vocalists’ is my favorite, I think; it's
an unexpected critique of masculinity. Plus,
it’s fun, It works as a whole although it's like
a dysfunctianal choir that comes together
and falls apart and comes together again,”
Nemec said.

These videos and a large inflatable truck
— farm, not monster — will be the main
focal points of this two-day exhibit. Joining
Nemec will be collaborators Esteban Garcia
and Nick Mattin. The three will be making a
long journey to Omaha for the show. Garcia
and Nemec will come from West Lafayette,
Ind., Martin from St. Louis. The reason?
Nemec's family.

The Nemec clan, sprinkled around the
nation, decided to gather in Omaha to cel-
ebrate the holidays. Nemec sought a gallery,
and his work landed in the Bancroft Street
Market, which has welcomed everything
from a high school cabaret performance toa
fashion show since opening one year ago.

“This sort of thing is the wave of the
future,” Bancroft Street Market owner Bill
Seidler Jr. said. “There’s sort of this democ-
ratization of audio/visual production going
on. Twenty vears ago something like this
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couldn't be made without the backing of an
entire film studio.”

The traveling art trio will arrive in Oma-
ha with some work to do. Nemec said a yet-
unplanned 2D element of Masculine Swagger
involves artists showing up and sitting down
to draw some manly art.

“Stufflike Clint Eastwood, trucks, a wal-
let. Think of a wallet. A wallet is about as
masculine a thing as there is,” &0

Masculine Swagger opens Saturday, Jan. 9, 11
am. to 8 p.m. with a 6 p.m. gallery talk, at the
Bancroft Street Market, 2701 S. 10th St. The
Sfree exhibit closes Jan. 10. For more informa-
tion, visit bancroftstreetmarket.com.




